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TOWN OF WENHAM 

Wenham Affordable Housing Trust 
Meeting of November 28, 2018 

Town Hall, 138 Main Street 
 

 
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30 A, §§ 18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all 
Trust members, a meeting of the Wenham Affordable Housing Trust (WAHT) was held on Wednesday November 28, 2018 at 
7 pm in the Selectmen Chambers.    
 
Under provisions of the Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 44, Section 55C, the Wenham Affordable Housing Trust was established for 
the purpose of providing for the creation and preservation of affordable housing in the Town of Wenham for the benefit of low and 
moderate-income households. 
To Guide the allocation of the Trust Funds to most effectively address Wenham’s housing needs including but not limited achieving and 
maintaining compliance with Chapter 40B, through initiatives that foster appropriately scaled locate and design affordable / mixed income 
housing. 
Trustees:  Joshua Anderson (2020); Michelle Bailey (2020); Judy Bubriski (2020); Selectman Catherine Harrison (2019); Joe Hosler (2020); 
Jamie White (2019); Rick Woodland (2019) 
 
 
Call to Order 
With a quorum present, Mr. Anderson called the meeting to order at 7 pm. 
Trust members present: Joshua Anderson, Chair; Michelle Bailey; Judy Bubriski; Catherine Harrison; Rick Woodland 
Not Present: Jamie White; Joe Hosler 
Also present:  Catherine Tinsley, Recording Secretary 
 
 
Updates: 

• Maple Woods – None 
 

• 40 Hull Street - A Letter of Eligibility. The Commonwealth’s Department of Housing and Community Development 
has sent a letter to Habitat for Humanity informing them that their application for project eligibility under the Local 
Initiative Program has been approved. With this letter, Habitat can apply for a comprehensive unit with the Wenham 
ZBA.  
 

• 24 Cherry Street – DCAMM (Department of Capital Management & Maintenance), HHS (Health & Human Services) 
recently did a site visit.  Selectman Harrison accompanied the inspectors and reported they were positive about the 
conditions of the building. It is anticipated estimates to repair the structure would be provided. 
The town’s goal is to have the state invest in the property and rehab it as a group home  

 
• Wenham Pines- Regarding the question previously brought up during discussions of the Wenham Pines affordable 

units, the Trust had questioned if it was legal to prohibit persons under the age of 18 from affordable units. 
Ms. Harrison continues to look into this but it seems this specific language may need to be stricken from the Host 
Community Agreement with Wenham Pines.   

 
• Friend Court – There was no update.  A general conversation followed regarding the property. 

 
Recap of CPC Presentation 
 Slide deck of 11.1.18 Presentation 

  
Mr. Anderson reported that he attended the Community Preservation Committee (CPC) meeting on November 1.                      
Mr. Anderson gave an overview of his presentation to the Committee on the WAHT Action Plan and summarized the meeting 
went well and the Action Plan was generally supported by the CPC. 
It was noted that Community Preservation funding is available for Community Housing; no funding has been used to date. 
The balance available through CPA designated for affordable housing is $318,500. 
Mr. Anderson noted an application for the Hull Street project was not submitted due to the timing of the project, WAHT was 
seeking no funding for the project, and that the members of the CPC were generally in favor of the project at this time. 
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WHAT Action Plan: Next Steps; Plan Implementation 
The Trust referenced the four goals as identified in the Action Plan and discussed ways to begin to implement each one. 
The Trustees discussed in length how to best advance public awareness of housing needs and community benefits and agreed 
that basic information to introduce affordable housing ideals to Wenham were available through other entities, e.g. CHAPA 
(Citizens Housing And Planning Association), MHP (Mass Housing Partnership).  This information could be promoted through 
local cable, COA Wenhamite Newsletter, Town Clerks Corner of the Hamilton Wenham Chronicle, to start. 
 
Advocate for Town Policy Changes – The Bylaws of the Town should be reviewed for where affordable housing projects can be 
inserted as part of the bylaw/regulations. 
 
There was a short discussion on the use of Town tax title properties being made available to Trust for affordable housing.   
Ms. Harrison will look at the available information and report back to the Trust. 
 
The AHT Buy Down program was reviewed.  It was noted the Trust may use this program to assist a homeowner once every 
five years. 
 
The short-term, long-term, and ongoing goals were reviewed. 
Mr. Anderson will attend the Housing Authority Meeting to maintain communication with active housing entities in Town. 
 
The Trustees acknowledged the importance of updating and maintaining inventory files of the affordable housing units in town 
to be monitored for compliance and availability. 
The Planning Coordinator is best suited staff to oversee these files.  Ms. Harrison will follow up and report back at the next 
meeting.  Because this is not a part of the Planning Coordinator’s job description, the start-up of this system would be paid for 
from the Trust’s Administrative Budget. 
 
Public Relations (PR) for WAHT Actions 
The Committee considered the solar panels on the Friend Court property and the Hull Street affordable housing project 
appropriate for PR topics.   These will be promoted in the spring 2019. 
 
Review of Affordable Housing Stock - no update 
 
Review of Trust Balances – The Finance Director provided updates on the account; there were no significant changes.  
 September 2018; October 2018 
 2018 Expenditure Report 7/1/17-6/30/18 

  
WAHT Organization – Future Officer Planning: Held to next meeting 
 
Wenham Development Pipeline: Held to next meeting 
 
New Business 
“Give an Acre” - Mr. Woodland noted the Trust was interested in alternate funding sources and proposed the Trust consider 
introducing a land donation program that would benefit both property owners and the Trust to increase affordable housing, in 
the manner the town supports, of small individual homes within the community. 
Mr. Woodland went on to suggest those property owners of more than 5 acres be sought to donate a building lot for an 
affordable unit, on their property. 
The Trust was supportive of developing this idea. Mr. Woodland will speak to the Town Administrator to discuss ways that this 
program can be advantageous to the homeowner and report back to the Trust at the next meeting. 
 
Adjournment – The Trust voted unanimously to adjourn at 8:33 pm. 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By  
Catherine Tinsley 
11.29.18 
 
 


